Alcohol-related cancers in Mediterranean countries.
In most countries bordering the Mediterranean, alcohol ranks second to tobacco as a risk factor for cancer. It is directly implicated in cancer of the mouth, larynx, hypopharynx and esophagus. For all these cancers a dose-response relationship has been demonstrated as well as a combination with the effect of tobacco, the two effects being multiplicative. Alcohol is also responsible for liver cancer developing on alcoholic cirrhosis. In addition, it has been suggested that alcohol consumption may be related to an increased risk of breast cancer.